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62 Book Notices. [Jan., 

Diabolog7. 

Diabology; the Person and Kingdom of Satan. The Bishop Paddock Lec- 
tures 1889. By Rev. Edw. H. Jewett, S.T. D. New York: Thomas Whit- 
taker. Pp. xiii; 197. I1.50. 

The author of these lectures regards disbelief in the personality of Satan as 
a somewhat active and pervasive sentiment among modem thinkers both with- 
in and without the church. The book was prepared to counteract this tendency. 
It is characterized by keeness of reasoning and warmth of feeling. The latter 
is freely displayed sometimes at the expense of the former, when it is acknowl- 
edged that in spite of argument and logic, the believer in the supernatural will 
continue to maintain this possibly obnoxious and unreasonablie doctrine. No 
earnest and devout student of the Scriptures can help sympathizing with the 
manly and candid spirit of the book. It is an able defence of the orthodox 
doctrine upon this subject. From a scriptural point of view, however, the 
argument has grave defects. It is over-much metaphysical. While the 
author claims that "God's word rationally and honestly investigated settles the 
question," his passion for abstract reasoning is continually hurrying him away 
from biblical ground. One lecture deals with the observed tendency of the 
mind to deny these truths: another, with the possibility of sinning on the part 
of angelic beings; another on the origin of evil; another on the relations of 
Parsee and Hebrew teaching concerning evil. These are all carefully con- 
sidered statements of truth, but they deal with matters which must be ap- 
proached from the abstract and philosophical point of view, though the author 
seems himself to have a profound distrust of philosophy as the parent of doubt 
and neology. The student of Scripture will find here no discussion of the Old 
Testament doctrine of Satan as it appears in Genesis, Job and Zechariah. The 
subject of Demonology so prominent in the Gospels is most briefly considered. 
The temptation of Christ is viewed almost entirely from the speculative stand- 
point. While one lecture is given to the sixth petition of the Lord's Prayer 
and the translation of the revised revision is elaborately sustained, one cannot 
help feeling that all the reasoning cannot make the point more than probable. 
Granting that we must here translate "from the evil one" it must be confessed 
that this is only a link, and not a mighty one, in'the argument. On the whole, 
while recognizing the downright earnestness and logical power of the writer, 
one cannot help feeling that he has not exhibited the full strength of the position 
he maintains, as a strict adherence to scriptural ground would have permitted 
him to do. The book has wide margins and is printed in large clear type. 
It is fuU of errors of the press, the most amusing being the author's presenta- 
tion of "patriotic arguments" for the personality of Satan when evidently he 
intended to write "patristic." 



